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SEDRO-WOOLLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Rules for Students Riding School Buses 

 

1. Authority:  

 Students shall follow directions of the driver or any aide assigned to the bus by the district.  

The driver is in full charge of the bus and passengers.   

 If an aide is assigned to the bus by the district, he/she shall be responsible for behavior of 

students.   

 When transporting classes or teams, the teacher or coach shall be primarily responsible for 

the behavior of the students.   

 The Transportation Director or Transportation Lead, are responsible for correcting students 

whose behavior results in a bus incident report or violation of the bus rules.   

 School principals and designated school staff are responsible for supervision during bus arri-

val and departure times at their school.  Any disciplinary incidents, which occur during bus 

arrival or departure, shall fall under the supervision of the local school.   

2. Student Riding Privileges: 

 Transportation privileges are provided by the district in the interest in assuring students have 

safe, timely, and efficient access to educational opportunities. 

 Students who live within district boundaries and more than one mile (in direct line) from 

their school of attendance may request transportation to and from school each day. 

 Students who must walk through hazardous walking areas as identified by the district will be 

transported regardless of distance from their school of attendance. 

 Disabled students with special transportation needs as identified within a 504 Plan or IEP 

will be transported regardless of distance from the school of attendance. 

 Homeless students may request transportation to their school of attendance from any location 

regardless of distance from the school of attendance. 

 Student misconduct shall constitute sufficient reason for suspending transportation privileges. 

3. Procedures Prior to Loading: 

 Students shall stand away from the roadway curb when any bus is approaching or leaving a 

stop. 

 Students shall adhere to rules for pedestrians while walking to their bus stop. 

 Students going to their bus stops where there are no sidewalks shall walk on the left-hand 

side of the roadway facing oncoming traffic.  

4. Loading and Unloading Procedures and Seat Assignments: 

 Students shall ride only on their assigned bus unless written permission to do otherwise has 

been received by school officials. 
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 Students shall get on/off the bus in an orderly manner and shall obey the instructions of the 

driver or school safety patrolmen on duty.   

 There shall be no pushing and shoving when boarding or leaving the bus.   

 Students assigned to seats shall use only that seat unless permission to change is authorized 

by the driver. 

 Students shall go directly to a seat once inside the bus and remain seated at all times unless 

the driver instructs otherwise. 

 Students shall use lap belts on buses when available. 

 Students shall not be permitted to leave the bus except at their regular stop unless written 

permission to do otherwise is received by school officials. 

 Students shall never cross the roadway behind a bus unless they use pedestrian crosswalks or 

traffic lights. 

 Students shall go directly to their home after leaving the bus. 

5. Student Conduct 

 To maintain safe operation of the bus students must follow the driver’s directives immediate-

ly without argument or discussion. 

 Excessively noisy or disruptive activities create unsafe conditions on a bus and may result in 

disciplinary action. 

 All violations of “Exceptional Misconduct” (BP 3241P) while riding in District vehicles shall 

result in immediate suspension of transportation privileges.  These include: 

 Drug/Alcohol violations 

 Fighting or abuse 

 Damage to school property 

 Weapons/Explosives violations 

 Tobacco violations 

 Refusal to follow reasonable directions of staff  

6. Acceptable Practices 

 Eating or drinking beverages on buses is allowed only when authorized by the driver and 

students show safe and appropriate behavior including keeping the bus clean. 

 Use of electronic devices including cell phones are allowed only when authorized by the 

driver and sound is minimized by use of headphones or silent/low volume settings.  All 

noise-making devices must be turned off at highway rail grade crossings. 

 Bus windows may be opened only with driver permission. 

 Talking to the driver should be limited to necessary conversation. 

 

7. Unacceptable Hazards 

 Students shall not extend any part of their body out of bus windows at any time. 
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 Students shall not have animals on buses, except a dog providing assistance to a disabled stu-

dent. 

 Students shall not sit in the driver’s seat or to the immediate right or left of the driver. 

 Students shall not carry or have in their possession items that can cause injury to passengers 

on the bus.  Such items include, but are not limited to, sticks, breakable containers, straps or 

pins protruding from clothing, large, bulky items which cannot be held or placed between 

legs, etc.   

 Students shall not carry or have in their possession skateboards or have any rolling devices 

built into or attached to their shoes. 

 Books and personal belongings shall be kept out of aisles. 

 Students shall remain quietly seated, not exhibit disruptive behavior and turn off all noise-

making devices at highway rail grade crossings. 

8. Bus Cleanliness 

 It is the responsibility of the driver to set standards to maintain a clean and orderly bus.  Stu-

dents must throw all trash into designated containers, clean anything that they spill and main-

tain a clean bus by keeping dirt off of seats, seat backs and bus sidewalls. 

 Students defacing or damaging any part of the bus may be suspended from transportation.  

 Parents of students identified as causing damage to buses shall be charged with the cost of 

repairing or replacing the incurred damage.   

9. Emergency Exit Procedures 

 Students shall follow emergency exit drill procedures as prescribed by the driver. 

 Students shall not tamper with emergency doors or equipment. 

 Allowances shall be made for individual student differences in exiting the emergency door. 

Disciplinary Procedures 

 

Open lines of communication will be kept with parents as well as between all school employees in-

volved in supporting positive school bus behavior.  Regular proactive communication is recognized as 

the key to success in managing student behavior. 

Procedure Steps 

These steps are all used in support and management of positive student behavior and safe operation of 

district transportation services.  The steps are not necessarily followed in numeric order and represent 

responses to a variety of situations. 

 

1. Formal Warning – When a student’s misconduct is of a minor nature, which does not jeopardize 

the safety or welfare of other students or the operation of the bus.  Warnings may be issued at the 

time of incident or later and will include a parent contact by phone or mail. 

2. Report of violation – Bus drivers and supervisors are responsible to report violations of bus rules.  

Written reports reflect an infraction of rules, which is a repeated minor misconduct or miscon-

duct of a severe nature, requiring disciplinary action.   
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3. Investigation – Driver reports and bus video recordings will be reviewed along with information 

from other students, parents or other school staff to determine the details of the incident.  The 

driver and parents will be notified of the findings of the investigation. 

4. Conference – When a student’s misconduct shows a pattern that may lead to suspension, a man-

datory conference will be held with the student, parent or guardian, transportation supervisor and 

school administrator to review patterns or incidents of misconduct and to develop a corrective 

action plan to allow the student to continue to ride the bus. 

5. Suspension – When a student’s misconduct is deemed to jeopardize the safety of bus passengers 

and operation, or when repeated misconduct occurs a student shall be suspended from all school 

transportation privileges.  Suspension is for a pre-determined period of time and during suspen-

sion a student may not be transported in any school vehicles including field trips, activity runs, 

athletics and regular to/from buses. 

6. Expulsion – When a student’s misconduct is of such a nature that the safety of the bus occupants 

or operation is willfully and seriously threatened a student shall be expelled from all school 

transportation privileges.  Expulsion is a permanent loss of transportation privileges and may on-

ly be rescinded after one school year through direct appeal to the Superintendent. 

 

Drivers shall be advised to file assault and battery charges against students who physically assault them. 

Under no circumstances shall the driver retaliate in kind and physically assault the student as this con-

duct may subject him/her to legal action. 

The student or parent of a student who has been suspended from receiving transportation entitlements 

may appeal the Transportation Director’s decision by submitting a written statement to the superinten-

dent. The superintendent shall render a decision after evaluating the issues and facts involved. If the de-

cision is based on issues unrelated to those described in the district's rules of conduct for students riding 

buses, the decision shall require board concurrence before implementation. 

Emergencies 

The transportation supervisor shall review the contents of the School Bus Driver's Handbook with each 

driver prior to the beginning of each school year. Each driver, in turn, is expected to follow the proce-

dure as outlined in the handbook. At the start of each field trip or extracurricular trip, the school bus 

driver shall review with all passengers the location and use of the emergency exits, emergency equip-

ment and any district emergency procedures. 

In the event of an accident, the driver shall make contact with the transportation supervisor who shall: 

A. Determine the nature of the accident; 

B. Contact emergency services if there is reason to believe that there are injuries which require imme-

diate attention; 

C. Contact the state patrol regarding the accident; 

D. Advise the superintendent of schools; 

E. Investigate the accident and gather the names of all students and witnesses; 

F. Dispatch another bus to transport the student to their destination; 

G. Contact the parent(s) or guardian(s) of any students who are injured. 
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To facilitate the responsibilities assigned to the transportation department, the supervisor, in cooperation 

with the building principals, will compile a list of students, including addresses and phone numbers that 

are authorized to ride each bus route. 
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