Sedro-Woolley School District

EMERGENCY DISTANCE
LEARNING PLAN
All students graduate with the knowledge and skills needed for future learning and success.

https://www.swsd.k12.wa.us/Domain/1

PURPOSE

2021-2022

STRONGER TOGETHER

The purpose of this plan is to offer clarity of guidance, direction and focus
for the 2021-2022 school year in the face of a far-reaching global crisis.
By clearly articulating the district’s emergency distance learning plan, we
can hopefully achieve a greater level of coherence and consistency,
necessary for educational equity and collective responsibility, across the
system. The plan also aims to provide building staff and families with vital
information needed to shift to distance learning in an emergency situation.
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A MESSAGE FROM
SUPERINTENDENT
MIRIAM MIRALLES MICKELSON

Dear families and staff,
Despite the uncertainties and impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Sedro-Woolley School
District remains strong and resilient. There are numerous challenges ahead, but I continue
to be proud of our entire district staff. Their commitment to providing in-person learning in
the face of daunting challenges is admirable. Our virtual learning staff have also been
working very hard to provide meaningful learning experiences to students who are choosing
to learn remotely this year. The willingness of the Sedro-Woolley community to continue
supporting their schools is incredible.
While we do not anticipate returning to remote learning, either as individual schools or as a
district, we must be prepared for that possibility, should an emergency situation arise that
prevents us from holding in-person school for a short period of time. This document
provides our community with basic information needed to shift to remote learning, if
conditions require us to take that step. We recognize that each staff member and family will
be at a different level of readiness and this plan provides you with the most critical
information necessary to make such a shift.
This plan has been developed using the requirements established by the Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), Washington State Department of Health (DOH),
the Skagit County Public Health District and Labor & Industries (L&I). We have also drawn
upon our own learning and experiences from the 2020-2021 school year. We truly hope that
we never have to activate this plan. However, it is vital that we have it in place for the safety
and well-being of our students, staff and community at large.
We continue to remember that we are STRONGER TOGETHER!

Miriam Miralles Mickelson
Superintendent
Sedro-Woolley School District
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What If School or District
Operations Close?
EMERGENCY CLOSURE
In the event of an emergency shift to distance
learning, either due to COVID-19
transmissions or for some other event during
which our campuses are deemed unsafe for a
period of several days or more, the decision
to make this shift will be informed by
directives from the Skagit County Public
Health District or some other public safety
entity such as DEMA/FEMA, law enforcement
or fire. Such decisions will be communicated
to staff and families as soon as possible after
the being made.
There will be at least one day between when
an announcement of a shift to distance
learning has been made and when students
begin classes in the distance learning
modality. This time is necessary for the
distribution of computers and other
resources that may be necessary for students
and staff to successfully transition. The exact
timeline of that shift will be communicated
directly to families at the time. These details
will be determined based on the unique
conditions that are influencing decisions.
HOW CAN I FIND OUT ABOUT A SHIFT TO
DISTANCE LEARNING?
Family Notification System: The school
district uses a family notification system
called School Messenger to send important
messages to families if schools have been
closed, delayed or are shifting to distance
learning. A message concerning a shift to
distance learning will be sent via phone, text
and email.

Our Emergency Distance Learning Plan requires purposeful and compassionate
attention to building a community of resilient learners and acknowledging the
impact of the pandemic on everyone’s social-emotional well-being.
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Learning Management
Tools, Grades K–12
CLEVER
This is where it all starts for K-6. Once logged into the Clever website,
students can automatically be signed into the other tools without
additional usernames and passwords. Always begin in Clever.
GOOGLE
The district uses both Google Classroom (grades K-6) and the Google
suite (Docs, Sheets, Slides, etc.) for schools to simplify creating,
distributing, and grading assignments. The primary purpose of these
platforms is to streamline the process of sharing files between
teachers and students.
SKYWARD
All families and students have access to Skyward. Attendance, and
grades can be accessed through the Skyward website.
CANVAS
Secondary students use Canvas to receive assignments, tests, turn in
work and get feedback from teachers. Students can collaborate with
other students on assignments and receive important information
from their teachers.
ZOOM
All students will use Zoom. This is a video conferencing application in
which the teacher and students can interact live. Students will “go to
class” every day in Zoom.
Go to the district website, click on Community, then COVID-19
Information and then click on Technology to find answers to
Frequently Asked Questions. including how to login into the
platforms listed above. The district also has Chromebooks for
students who do not have reliable access to a computer at home.
Each school building provided families with the opportunity to
checkout Chromebooks in November, as well as the opportunity to
purchase insurance to protect the devices should they become
damaged.
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Emergency Distance
Learning Modes
SWSD staff will use both synchronous and
asynchronous learning methods.
Synchronous Learning Mode
Synchronous learning requires students and staff to be
online at the same time
Staff will use Zoom to interact with their entire class.
Students will be able to ask questions in Zoom meetings
or within the chat and polling tools in Zoom
Learning, discussions, and presentations will occur at a
specific time each day
Support, and question and answer sessions will occur at a
specific time each day
Communication happens real time
Allows for instant feedback and clarification
It is collaborative and has high interaction with teachers
and other learners

Asynchronous Learning Mode
Asynchronous learning allows students to complete
assignments after they have received instruction without
direct teacher guidance
Staff will provide materials, videos, assessments, and
assignments that students can access from home
Learners complete work at any time or in any location
Students will be given a due date when each assignment
needs to be completed
Staff created materials introduce new concepts for
students and families to access on demand
Asynchronous learning allows students to work at their
own pace complete assignments and is flexible for those
who may need extra time
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Attendance

SWSD will follow the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
attendance reporting requirements. Students will be required to meet daily
attendance requirements. Attendance will be based upon participation in
daily live learning.
Schedules for required live class sessions and independent work times for both
Elementary and Secondary, are on the following pages
Students will be marked present or absent for each live synchronous session by the
classroom teacher.
If a student is more than 10 minutes late to the synchronous session, the teacher
will mark the student tardy.
If a student is not present for daily scheduled classes, parent/guardian will a receive
a notification from the school.
Excused absence examples:
Illness, health condition, or medical appointment for the student or person for
whom the student is legally responsible;
Family emergency (including, but not limited to, a death or illness in the family);
Religious or cultural purpose (including observance of a religious or cultural
holiday or participation in religious or cultural instruction).
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Distance Learning Schedule
Elementary Schools

*SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES WILL BE INTEGRATED INTO THE GENERAL EDUCATION SCHEDULE
ACCORDING TO EACH STUDENTS’ IEP.
Page 8
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Distance Learning Schedule
Cascade Middle School

*SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES WILL BE INTEGRATED INTO THE GENERAL EDUCATION SCHEDULE
ACCORDING TO EACH STUDENTS’ IEP.
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Distance Learning Schedules
Sedro-Woolley High School

*SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES WILL BE INTEGRATED INTO THE GENERAL EDUCATION SCHEDULE
ACCORDING TO EACH STUDENTS’ IEP.
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Distance Learning Schedules
State Street High School

*SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES WILL BE INTEGRATED INTO THE GENERAL EDUCATION SCHEDULE
ACCORDING TO EACH STUDENTS’ IEP.
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STRONGER TOGETHER

2021-22 EMERGENCY DISTANCE LEARNING PLAN

Special Programs
ELL, Title I & LAP Services
Students will be served via Zoom during the asynchronous portion of their school day.
Specific times will be organized and communicated by the supplemental service
provider.

Special Education
Every effort will be made to keep specialty programs students in-person as long as it is
safe for students and staff, and as long as transportation is available. Specialty
programs are our K-12 Comprehensive Skills Programs, K-8 Behavior Programs, and
Developmental Pre-School.
Students will receive their work both synchronously and asynchronously during the
closure while participating in the general education program to the fullest extent and
having support provided to them.
If a school is closed to in-person learning:It will be determined, based on circumstances
at the time, if the specialty program located at that school can be shifted to another
school to continue to meet in-person.Consideration will also be given to providing inperson support for all IEP students in that school based on circumstances at the time.
Resource room students will Zoom in with their general education teacher during their
regular class time as scheduled with support provided. They will also have time
scheduled to meet with their Resource Room teacher to receive their specially designed
instruction required to meet IEP goals.
Page 12
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Special Programs Cont.
Speech and occupational/physical therapy services (in-person or Zoom) will be
determined by the case manager/provider based on circumstances at the time and will
be communicated to families.
If the district is closed to in-person learning:
The district will attempt to keep specialty programs in-person as long as it is safe for
students and staff and if we can provide transportation. Should students in specialty
programs not be able to meet in-person, they will Zoom in with their teacher and
support staff.
Elementary resource room students will Zoom in with their general education teacher
during their regular class time as scheduled with support provided by case manager
and paraeducators. They will also have time scheduled to meet with their Resource
Room teacher to receive their specially designed instruction necessary to meet IEP
goals.
Secondary students will participate in their regularly scheduled classes and they will
receive assistance from case managers and para educators to help with assignments
and to ensure they are able to access their specially designed instruction.
Speech and occupational/physical therapy services (in-person or Zoom) will be
determined by the case manager/provider based on circumstances at the time and will
be communicated to families.
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Food Service
In the event of an individual building closure, meal kits would be available for curbside
pick-up at the closed building. Pick-up times would be announced on the district
website as well as via emails to families.
In the event of a full district closure, meals will be available for curbside pick-up at the
main entrance of Cascade Middle School School.
Pick-up times will be specified on our Food Service website and communicated via
email. The district will communicate updates to the plan if additional flexibility is
allowed by federal waivers from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).
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District Communication Plan
EMAIL
School and district staff will respond to student and families within one business day.
*Please note: This does not mean that questions or needs must be resolved in one business
day.
Communications outside of the posting of assignments and materials in Canva or
Google Classroom should be emailed.
WEBSITE
The most up-to-date announcements and notifications about district operations, news,
resources, support, school calendars, logins/access, and other important department
information, will be available on our website: https://www.swsd.k12.wa.us/Domain/1.
SHARING CONCERNS & FEEDBACK
Families who have concerns or feedback regarding school issues are encouraged to
contact your student’s school first. This can include your student’s teacher or school
administrator. This will ensure a swift remedy to the issue.
WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS
Effective communication is critical in this process. If families cannot resolve the issue
with the teacher and school administrator, they are welcome to contact the District
Office by calling the main district at (360) 855-3500.

KEY CONTACTS
Dr. Miriam Miralles Mickelson,
Superintendent
360-855-3502
mmickelson@swsd101.org

Allison Johnston, Director of
Meal Services
360-855-3515
ajohnston@swsd101.org

Michael Olson, Assistant
Superintendent
360-855-3500
molson@swsd101.org

Kevin Owen, Director of
Athletics & Activities
360-855-3510
kowen@swsd101.org

Mike Schweigert, Director of
Curriculum & Instruction
360-855-3500
mschweigert@swsd101.org

Tracy Gugel, Director of
Transportation
360-855-3504
tgugel@swsd101.org
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